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SP3CIAL  PZAY  .\^TD  PASTURE  R5P0RT  AS  OF  MY  1,  19^3. 
Stocks  of  hay  on  farms  on  May  1  were  estimated  at  13,393.000  tons  and  were 
roughly  2  million  tons  more  than  a  year  earlier  and  were  the  largest  May  1  farm 
stocks  of  hay  since  1939*    At  that  time,  the  farm  carryover  was  ahout  3  million  tons 
more  than  at  present.     The  lO-yeax  (1932-Ul)  average  of  May  1  stocks  is  10,531,000 
tons.    A  longer  than  usual  hay  feeding  season  greatl;/  depleted  hay  supplies  in  the 
west  coast  States  and  Idaho,  and  to  a  lesser  degree  in  the  Ohio  Valley  States. 
In  most  states  current  stocks  are  larger  than  average.     The  May  19^+3  condition  of 
tame  hay  was  Sl/S,  which  is  3  points  ahove  the  10-year  average  hu.t  is  2  points  he- 
low  last  year  when  yields  per  acre  v;ere  unusually  high. 

The  hay  crop  appears  to  have  had  ahout  the  o,vorage  start,  hut  loss  of  alfalfa 
during  the  winter  evidently  was  rather  heavy.    Growing  conditions  were  still  favor- 
ahle  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  on  May  1,  hut  much  more  rain  will  he  needed  soon. 
Farther  East,  grass  is  late  hut  prospects  seem  not  far  from  average.    Unless  there 
■  are  good  rains  in  May  the  wild  hay  crop  of  ITehraska  and  South  Dakota  will  ho  short. 
Allowing  for  the  average  production  of  kinds  of  hay  not  yet  planted,  present 
prospects  are  for  a  hay  crop  ahout  equal  to  the  average  production  dLiring  the  last 
five  years  hut  10  to  11  percent  smaller  than  the  record  crop  last  year.  Allov.dng 
for  the  large  carryover  from  last  year's  hay  crop  and  for  the  expected  further  in- 
creases in  livestock,  the  supply  of  hay  per  unit  of  livestock  next  winter  seems 
likely  to  he  little  more  than  the  average  during  the  pre-drought  period,  hut  suh- 
stantially  less  than  drxing  the  last  5  years.     The  q_uantity  utilized  last  winter 
was  the  largest  in  many  years  owing  to  the  very  large  nujiiher  of  consuming  livestock 
and  to  exceptionally  heavy  feeding  per  head. 

Farm  pastures  this  year,  although  delayed  hy  cool  weather  in  many  sections  and 
in  need  of  rain  in  some  areas,  appear  to  he  off  to  ahout  an  average  start.    May  1 
condition  for  the  coujitry  as  a  whole  averaged  yS  percent  of  normal.     This  was  lower 
than  in  cither  of  the  last  two  years  hut  v/as  somevihat  ahovo  the  I932-UI  average  of 

7^  percent  for  May  1.  ' 

Cool  April  weather  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  United  States  retarded  pastu.re 

development  and  in  northern  States  the  shift  from  winter  rations  to  green  feed  may 

he  delayed  ten  days  to  two  weeks  later  than  usual.     In  the  main,  however,  pastures 

in  this  area  are  well  supplied  v/ith  moisture  and  should  develop  rapidly  with  the 

coming  of  vrarm  weather.     In  the  Southeast,  pastures  were  rather  generally  hotter 

than  on  May  1  a  year  ago  when  weather  was  extremely  dry.     In  the  lower  States  of 

the  South  Central  region  rapid  improvement  of  pastures  has  already  taJcen  place  with 

the  advance  of  the  season.     The  condition  of  pastures  in  the  group  of  states  from 

Alahama  through  Oklahoma  and  Texas  were  8  to  12  points  higher  than  on  April  1.  In 

Washington,  Oregon,  Idaho  and  IT cvada  pastures  o,lso  showed  improvement  during  April. 
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In  the  West  LTorth  Central  States,  pastures  v;ere  rather  spotted  vrith.  develop- 
ment consideralDly  delayed  by  cool  weather  p.nd  with  o.dditional  rain  nccdod  in  some 
areas.     In  the  Southv/cst,  April  rainfall  v/as  light,  and  pastures  and  ranges  were 
gonernJ-ly  in  need  of  moisture  to  maintain  growth  of  early  grass.    Drought  was  es- 
pecially severe  in  southern  and  western  Texas,  much  of  ITow  Mexico,  and  parts  of 
Arizona.     In  the  central  and  northern  Rock:/  Mouj.itain  States,  pastures  were  generally 
in  good  condition,  while  California  had  uniformly  excellent  pastures  over  the  entire 
State. 

The  following  is  a  tahulation  showing  the  stocks  of  old  crop  hay  remaining  on 
farms  as  of  May  1,  19'i3  n,nd  the  condition  of  new  crop  hay  and  pastures  on  the  scjne 
date  in  most  of  the  important  hay  producing  states: 


 ALL  mVY  

:  _S_tocks  oii_^arms_J'Iay_l_ 

State  :Avcrage  :  i 

: 1932-^1  ;    19^2    :  I9U3 


__TA^E  EM 
Condition  I-iay  1 


  PASIuRE   

Condition  May  1 


Average:  : 
1932-Ul:     19^42  :  I9U3 


Average : 

1932-^1:     19^2:  I9U3 


Thousand  ton; 


Percent 


Percent 


Ohio 

300 

3U8 

73 

81 

76 

75 

go 

7^ 

Ind. 

369 

277 

310 

77 

81 

75 

76 

81 

7^ 

111. 

51U 

U07 

1+75 

77 

"ch 

73 

76 

81+ 

7^ 

Mich. 

I425 

331 

553 

79 

85 

85 

72 

81 

78 

Wis. 

591 

779 

I.1U6 

To 

S3 

88 

75 

■  86 

81+ 

Minn. 

622 

833 

692 

75 

S3 

82 

71 

S3 

77 

lov/a 

509 

888 

75 

86 

76 

75 

81+ 

80 

Mo. 

^oi 

300 

5^7 

7^ 

85 

SO 

73 

81+ 

78 

H.Dak. 

273 

602 

553 

61  . 

88 

77 

56 

87 

76 

S.Dolc 

355 

812 

66 

81+ 

78 

63 

8U 

7^ 

Nehr, 

391 

51+3 

661^ 

72 

S7 

80 

67 

85 

79 

Kans. 

165 

219 

280 

71 

88 

80 

63 

89 

82 

Ga. 

13U 

186 

200 

70 

67 

77 

7S 

69 

7^ 

n.a. 

15 

■  18 

2U 

70 

73 

75 

7^ 

80 

72 

Ky. 

291 

289 

260 

79 

81 

79 

77 

78 

73 

Tenn, 

362 

^39 

UoU 

77 

72 

78 

76 

70 

76 

Ala. 

274 

216 

69 

7^ 

7^ 

76 

73 

79 

Mi  s  s . 

26S 

236 

71 

73 

7^+ 

76 

77 

75 

179 

Ark. 

205 

261+ 

2'+6 

76 

81 

76 

79 

S5 

7S 

La. 

U2 

7^ 

80 

75 

7? 

82 

go 

Okla. 

128 

205 

159 

69 

7S 

70 

66 

S3 

77 

Tex. 

185 

326 

199 

68 

77 

7^ 

72 

90 

77 

Mont. 

330 

380 

U69 

80 

91 

gi+ 

73 

90 

gU 

Idaho 

226 

156 

115 

88 

S7 

81+ 

S3 

85 

g6 

Wye. 

16^ 

200 

191 

gU 

92 

88 

79 

90 

92 

Colo. 

222 

329 

339 

82 

93 

89 

63 

91+ 

89 

F.Mex. 

ko 

96 

^5 

80 

88 

go 

63 

91 

70 

Ariz. 

^3 

50 

25 

.87 

89 

89 

gg 

86 

7^ 

Utah 

79 

73 

106 

Z\ 

S3 

88 

go 

86 

g6 

ITev. 

65 

Uo 

51 

81+ 

86 

85 

85 

80 

Z\ 

Wash. 

162 

177 

59 

85 

89 

gl+ 

gl 

85 

79 

Oreg. 

213 

173 

103 

85 

88 
81+ 
S3 

89 

S3 

S3 

85 

Calif. 
U.  S.  " 

3U6 
'10,531 

291 
11 , 2"5o 

20^ 
13,39s 

81^ 
'  78 

90 
gl 

S3 
~'7"5 

87 
S3 

92  _ 
78 
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